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No Impact on Use of CPT ® and 

HCPCS Level II Codes

ÂCPT® and HCPCS Level II will continue to 

be used for:

ÃReporting physician and other professional 

services

ÃProcedures performed in hospital 

outpatient departments and other 

outpatient facilities
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Background
Â ICD-9-CM 

ÃCurrent coding classification system

Ã Introduced 30 years ago

ÃNo longer fits with 21st century health system

Â ICD-10-CM & ICD-10-PCS

Ã International standard - diagnostic classification for all general 

epidemiological and many health management purposes

ÃTrack, report and compare morbidity and mortality

ÃSupports achievement of EHR benefits

ÃTransition to ICD-10 required by federal regulation
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Background
Â ICD-10 

Ã Available since 1992

Ã Approximately 100 countries use ICD-10 including Canada,

Australia, and the United Kingdom

Ã United States: Only industrialized nation not using ICD-10

Ã United States: ICD-10 go-live date is October 1, 2013



Background (continued)

Â Comparison of the two systems:

Expansion of codes

Â 13,000 diagnosis codes in ICD-9-CM / 69,000 unique 

diagnosis codes in ICD-10-CM

Â 4,000 procedure codes in ICD-9-CM/ 72,000 procedure 

codes in ICD-10-PCS

Ã Different code structure, diagnoses for example

Â ICD-9-CM: 3 - 5 digits / limited alpha characters

Â ICD-10-CM: 3 -7 digits / additional alpha characters



Coding Categories

ÂCode Examples
ÃDiagnosis Codes Code Structure

Â All categories are 3 characters

Ã The first category is a letter

Ã The second and third categories are numbers or letters

Â All subcategories are either 4 or 5 characters

Ã These categories may be letters or numbers

Â Codes are 4, 5 or 6 characters and the final character in a 
code may be a letter or number (some categories have a 7th 
character)



The Basics of the ICD-10 Change

9

An example of structural change

ICD-9

X X X XX.
Category Etiology, anatomic site, 

manifestation

X X X XX.
Category Etiology, anatomic site, 

manifestation

ICD-10

X X.
Extension

An example of (1) ICD-9 code being represented by multiple ICD-10 codes

2 5 0 16.
Diabetes mellitus with neurological 

Manifestations type I not stated 

as uncontrolled

E 1 0 04

E 1 0 14

E 1 0 44

E 1 0 94

.

.

.

. Type I diabetes mellitus with 

diabetic  neuropathy, unspecified

Type I diabetes mellitus with 

diabetic mononeuropathy

Type I diabetes mellitus with 

diabetic amyotrophy

Type I diabetes mellitus with other 

diabetic neurological complication



Coding Categories (continued)

Â 3 Character Category examples
ÃA00-A09 - Intestinal infectious diseases

ÃA30-A49 - Other bacterial diseases

Â 4 Character Category examples
ÃC15.3 - Malignant neoplasm of upper third of 

esophagus

ÃC15.8 - Malignant neoplasm of overlapping lesion of 
esophagus



Coding Categories (continued)

Â5/6 Character Subclassification example

ÃS55.011 - Laceration of ulnar artery at 

forearm level, right arm

Â7th Character Extension example

ÃT50.B96D - Underdosing of other viral 

vaccines, subsequent encounter


